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Here we are, well into the next year and a new decade as well. | hope that the majority of you
had a lovely Christmas and a great start to the New Year.

It seems that lately there have been many dogs in the news for the wrong reasons. Attacks in
various parts of the country have resulted in injuries to people and other animals, not to mention
emotional scarring for many. As a consequence some people are left feeling quite nervous as
they set off for a walk/run either by themselves or with their dogs. If you are one of this group do
see the excellent information put out by Animal Control which is included in this newsletter (Pg 4
& 5)

In amongst other news clips seen over the last two months was one that gave me great delight.
In the depths of a northern hemisphere winter in Poland a frightened, shiveringfinicd dog

was rescued after floating 75 miles (120 kilometres) on a ice of
down Poland's Vistula River and into the Baltic Sea. The tem| ‘
tures were dipping down to below minus 20 Celsius. During tk “‘
rescue it seemed at times that they were not going to succeeli}
but the perseverance of the crew and ocean scientists on the §i§
ish ship paid off ensuring a happy ending.

And what is our next fun event to look forward to! It is that time aga#ets Picnic in the Park.

Next month, on Sunday, the 18th April we look forward to meeting many of you again for a day
of fun, food and frivolity in the park. We will have our usual competitions: Best groomed, Best
rescued, Dog most like owner, Best Veteran, Dog the Judges would most like to take home, Best
quick Trick, Best child handler and of coardgest in Show. Circle the date on your calendar or
record it in your PDA and come join us for a pleasant afternoon.

Your committee:

52y {KIFINLIE WAff hQYSSFTFFS:
Barbara Hunter (ex officio) Johanna Brens, Trish Burke
Nicole Keller and Don McKenzie



From the President

You will not be surprised to find my comments are about the ever increasing problems of animal
abuse and cruelty. Over the past few months the news media has reported many incidents.

There are two aspects to these problems of coursabuse both physically and by neglect, and
secondly, specifically concerning dogs, where members of the public have been attacked without
provocation. The common factor is the attitude of the ownex problem which may well require
draconian laws or a long term and very slow education programme.

Some of the reported cases have led to imprisonmebtt often the offender appeared to have

no remorse or awareness of what they had doreJS 1 & I LILISF NBR G2 06S GNBI
like a piece of machinery. Specialists in animal behaviour and psychology point out that we must
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ship that is possible with our animal friends.

All Humane Society members and friends are well aware that all animal lovers take on a great
responsibility when we acquire pets, but we also are aware we must defend it when —
we have to. EASTER I/

A very happy Easter holiday to you a*

bon DZ ar Trish

| found this note, along with an envelope

full of small change, in my letterbox one

afternoon from an 8 year old boy who H o

was about to leave New Zealand for Eng- Ele i Some Mofey
land. They were taking with them one of
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greater than their own fares combined. | I

was touched that one of their last actions Q ﬂdP‘ %}Wi
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If you would like to help our animals, we
always appreciate donations. We are con-
stantly looking for old towels, blankets ;OVe, S i/[_(/l/- )
and pillows in reasonable condition for \=Vy
bedding. Extra bowls, toys, collars and
spare runs and kennels for use by our
new foster homes are also great to re-
ceive. ¢
We have also been the grateful recipients P _‘—-655 15 ﬁ/)e
of food that was left when a loved pet has
died. If you have items no longer needed
that our animals may appreciate it would
be great to hear from you.

Trish



Spay/Neuter Applications

We are very happy that we have processed a record number-skag applications over the past few months with
a total of320being put through from early December until refigarch.

These include applications from the general public through our website or-afndouth, vet clinics directly on
behalf of clients unable to afford the total cost, and assisting witiseléng only for a number of independent cat
rescuers from Wellsford in the north to Waiuku in the south.

Our intention is to hopefully take this a step further following an excellent response to a campaign organized by
Megan, who rescues cats in the north, whereby-fiteristmas we deexed 97 (included in above totaljn conjunc-

tion with two local vet clinics who assisted by organizing the appointments directly with applicants, taking their share
of costs prior to the animal being dgexed and sending accounts to the Society for our portion. This was a very suc-
cessful campaign albund, but especially for the needy cats, many of whom would still be producing were it not for
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We are hopeful of expanding on this in future and are working on being able to streamline our systems even further.

We also wish to thank all the pleasant and friendly staff of the veterinary clinics who work in so well witbws
make it all so much easier!!

Animal Placements

We have placed many waifs and strays, both canine and feline over the past few months with numbers directly at-
tributable to our wilingand veryhard 2 NJ) Ay 3 F2a0SNJ FI YATt ASEa 6K2 OGSNE NI NBf ¢
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We have also been fortunate to gain several new foster homes through our website.

We have placed many very cute kittens, some from birth, in all colors, with gingers being particular popelar
continue to advertise all animals on our website and Trade Me, both still proving to be the best medium for us.

We have also placed a great selection of puppies and adult dogs, ranging in age from 6 weeks, and size from Chi-
huahuas through to Mastiffs. The most popular are any of the cute small/toy breeds, Beagles, Border Collies, Span-
iels, Labradors, Retrievers, German Shepherds and young mixed breed puppies and adults who make wonderful
family pets.

Our grateful thanks go to all the Shelter staff, who choose dogs/puppies suitable for rehoming on our behalf, having
observed and temperament tested them prior to contactingcund of course the vet clinics who look after our
animals in sickness and in health, often at very short notice!

From the Mailbox
Dear Everyone
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kennels on the way and pick him up on the way home; well yesterday he was playlng all day with an old foxey lady
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brown and white Dalmation and a young black Labrador. But whoever Wally plays with-he seems to have a ball, but
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he stood like a little trooper while | was flttlng him out for his coat, even my own children never stood that still. | am
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wanted me to buy rescue orange material, but Wally would have looked like a road worker so we settled for frog
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keeping him mobile, as Owen gets down obn all fours to play with him and takes Wally on long walks which is so

good.
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Well enough of my useless information. | could go on and on as we love him to bits. Keep up the good work .
Best Regards
Mary & Owen (Owners name changed to protect privacy)



STAYING SAFE

Around dogs, means not taking chances
with dogs that are unfamiliar or unfriendly.

YOU CAN HELP

to protect yourself and others by knowing
how to recognise the warning signals.

HOW TO MEET A DOG:

foir

IF A STRAY Dog approaches
you, stand still. Be like a tree!

NEVER RUN UP to a stray
dog and try to pet him

LET THE DOG sniff you. This ~ MOVE SLOWLY and speak
is how he gets to know you.  softly. Quick movements and
loud voices can scare a dog.

IT IS NOT a good idea to pet ~ AND REMEMBER NEVER RUN
a stray,even if he does AWAY from a dog, because he
seem friendly. might chase you.

Know How to Protect Yourself

DON’T

*e" Wave your hands around or make nervous
jerky movements around the dog.

*0° Make loud or threatening noises or gestures.

*¢° Lean over the dog or touch the back of its
head or neck.

*0° Make a dog feel trapped by
cornering or boxing it in.

DO

*0° Remain calm.
*9° Use slow, smooth and steady movements

*¢° Use high pitched vocal tones, not gruff
threatening ones.

*0° Always let the dog come to you.

*¢° Pat dogs under the chin and on the chest,

NOT around the head or neck.

BE ALERT FOR:

An Aggressive Posture

o Erect ears é’}\w’
o Stiff body ,

o Stiff tail

e Erect hackles

THIS DOG IS READY TO BITE

A Fearful Posture

e Ears are back

¢ Body is crouched =
 Head is down

o Tail is between legs
THIS DOG WILL BITE if it feels threatened

A Playful Posture (Play Bow)
o Front half of body is low 7
o Rear of body raised
* Smiling with tongue oute~
* Wagging tail

This Dog wants to
play. If play gets rough or dog gets

too excited THIS DOG WILL NIP OR BITE

Other warning signs are:
e Growling, snarling, snapping

e Bared teeth, curled lips
e Raised hair on back

o Staring straight ahead




