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Here we are, another three months on and I have the opportunity to help bring you 

our next newsletter.  As I type,  my three cats observe in their sleepy indifference. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘέ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜƳ  ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

well trained and know that  to interfere would not be a good plan. 

 

At this time,  when there are so many concerns for all of usτthe weaker economy, 

for some, job insecurity and the advent of swine flu, it is pleasing that some things 

Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ΨŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜ ǘƻ 

share our lives, the good bits and the bad, and so enjoy the daily delights that our 

animal friends give us.  

 

The enthusiasm with which they greet us in the morningτέ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǇΣ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛǎ 

ƴŜŀǊΗέ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎτέ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƴƻǿέ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ 

that I, for one, find very difficult to be without.   

 

While I enjoy my cats , I must include a special tribute to all of you who treasure 

dogs of  many shapes and sizes in your families. I am inspired by your commitment 

to meeting their needs. Daily exercise, wiping dirty feet, shampooing when neces-

sary. You do a great job.   

 

Long may we enjoy the company of our loved and loving friends and may we be 

worthy of the love, trust and generosity they show us.  

Your committee: 

5ƻƴ {ƘŀǊǇΣ Wƛƭƭ hΩYŜŜŦŦŜΣ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ ²ŀŘŜΣ 
Barbara Hunter (ex officio) Johanna Brens, Trish Burke 

Nicole Keller and Don McKenzie 



 
Recently I was researching a word in an encyclopaedia when something totally 

unexpected caught my eye ς there was a section of idiomatic phrases concerning 

animals so I transferred my research.  

 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ άŜǾŜǊȅ ŘƻƎ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ŘŀȅέΣ άŘƻƎŜŘ ŘƻƎέ ŀƴŘ 

άƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΣ ƭƻǾŜ Ƴȅ ŘƻƎέ ς ōǳǘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ά9ǾŜǊȅ ŘƻƎ ƛǎ 

ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƭƛŦŜέ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ мтth century law which declares the owner 

was not liable if his dog bit someone, provided he could prove he was unaware 

the dog had vicious tendencies. If such a law existed today I think it would prove a 

gold mine for lawyers. 

 
And so to cats ς but it is the origin of the phrases that is interesting ς άǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

Ŏŀǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƎŜƻƴǎέ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ муth century when a 

man unexpectedly walked in on a group of ladies ς and it startled them so much 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ψŀƭƭ-a-ŦƭǳǘǘŜǊΩΦ 

 
The horse has a few interesting catch phrases too ς άǘƻ ŦƭƻƎ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ ƘƻǊǎŜέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

we understand as wasting ones time, or a no-win situation, originates from the 

ǳǎŜ ōȅ ǿƻǊƪƳŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŘŜŀŘ ƘƻǊǎŜέ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ 

paid for and it was all really a waste of time.  And did you know that a horse fly or 

horseradish really  was a large fly and large radish.  

 
A bit of research on a cold winter day can be great fun - so happy reading to you 

all. 

 
Kindest regards 

Don 

From the President 



From the Mail Box 

Humane Society AGM 
 
This year our AGM will be held on Sunday the 19th July at the Epsom Community 
Centre, at 200-202 Gillies Ave in Epsom at 2.00 pm. Do come and meet the present 
committee. Have your say and enjoy meeting others with similar interests over a 
great cup of tea/coffee and refreshments afterwards. We hope to see a lot of you 
there. 

Address 
On Sheepskin Rug 
On My Bed 
bŜȄǘ ǘƻ 5ŀŘΩǎ .ŜŘ 
 
Dear Humane People 
 
Thank you for finding me a home. I am pretty happy here. I have 
put two photos inτone is of my Teddy. I pulled all the stuffing out 
of him and She had to clean it up, said some words I did not un-
derstand. Funny eh.   
 
He does funny things to. He gets the car keys out and shakes them 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ ά²Ŝ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǊτƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎŀǊΦέ  IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘτ
strange eh. 
 
I go and sit now and give him 
google eyes. That does 
wonders.  
 
Love from Emma 
And Him and Her XXX 

Spay/Neuter Figures 
 

Since the last newsletter, sent mid-March, we have assisted with desexing  196  
dogs and cats through our Spay/Neuter Fund. 
 

As well as members of the public and some smaller welfare groups, we now also 
assist Sharon from Waiuku, Megan from Mangawhai, Margaret from Mt Roskill and 
Ann from Birkenhead who rescue/rehome stray cats/kittens in their area,  and 
Charmaine who rescues from a recycling centre in West Auckland.     



PETS PICNIC IN THE PARK 2009 
ά! ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǎǘέ 

 

²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƴŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƻǳǊ ƻƴŜ ōƛƎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ άtŜǘǎ tƛŎƴƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǊƪέ - did you miss it? If you did you missed a great day. 
 

We had a good turn out as usual with all shapes and sizes of dogs and their families 
and the day produced no major problems. The dogs were on their best behaviour 
and there were no dog fights, dogs going missing, dogs biting the judges or dogs 
pinching sausages from the sausage sizzle table! 
 

The weather was perfect for a picnic in the park, sunny and warm with a light 
breeze and plenty of shady areas for those who needed it. The show ring was hum-
ming as dogs and owners entered and left with some proudly displaying their prizes 
and ribbons as they made their exits. 
 

Results were as follows: 
BEST GROOMED:  Teddy  owned by Diane Barker 
BEST RESCUED:     Bess owned by Sonja 
DOG MOST LIKE OWNER: Axyl owned by Melanie 
BEST VETERAN:    Jordee  owned by Jamie Hall  
DOG THE JUDGES WOULD MOST LIKE TO TAKE HOME:     

           Kippa  owned by Rachel Douglas & Axyl owned by Melanie  
BEST QUICK TRICK:   Nick owned by Cheryl Atkins 
BEST CHILD HANDLER:   Skip  owned by Hamish       (See below for photo)   
BEST IN SHOW:    Monty owned by Hearing Dogs. (recipient Johanna Brens) 
     
Our thanks go to the two judges from Animal Control who did such a wonderful job,  
ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ ƛƴ 
their own way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
                
                
                
                
                
                 

Hamish Armstrong 
Age 9 3/4 is in 
Year 6 at River- 
head School. 
He loves animals 
and swimming and 
wants to be a zoo 
keeper or a marine 
biologist. 
 
Skip is a Jack Russell X 
Age 2-3 years 
 
Best child handler: 
1st 
Dog most like owner: 
2nd 



 
The sausage sizzle was popular as usual, with man and beast, and the trading table 
turned up some treasures that people eagerly snapped up, plus our merchandise 
went well.  
 
This year we had the added attractions of Rainbow Rascals who provided some very 
unique face painting which proved very popular. I watched as with great care the 
clever artist carefully painted the face of one boy to match his dog who was sitting 
so patiently.  She did a great job as he won 2nd ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ά5ƻƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴŜǊάΗ  
 
Another attraction was Fiona and her dog Oskar complete with dog cart which the 
small children loved having a ride in. 
 
hǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ά.Ŝǎǘ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘǊƛŎƪέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
dogs refused to do their party pieces in public much to the dismay of their owners. 
The sure hit winner was Nick whose trick was to have a piece of food placed on the 
top of his nose, on command he would flick his head to send the food spinning in 
the air and within seconds the item was grabbed by his teeth and devoured --- 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ άŘƻƎƎȅ ƧŀǿǎέΦ bŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŦŜǘƛǎƘ ŘƻƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
Labrador! 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ά.Ŝǎǘ /ƘƛƭŘ IŀƴŘƭŜǊέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻȅ ƘŀŘ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŘƻƎ ǘƻ 
άǎƛǘάΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘǎ ǇƻǎǘŜǊƛƻǊ н ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōǳǘ ƭ ǊŜŎƪƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΗ    Lƴ ά5ƻƎ aƻǎǘ [ƛƪŜ Lǘǎ hǿƴŜǊέ ǘƘŜ 
3rd prize went to Zorro with his owner Steve who both had very similar characteris-
tics including that they were both neutered!  
 
It was good to see so many of our members and the general public as well who may 
decide to join our society after seeing and hearing about the great work we try to 
do for the animals. Everybody seemed to have a great time, enjoying a day out with 
their dogs which is the main purpose of the exercise and we could see that the dogs 
ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǿŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǘŀƛƭǎΗΗΗΗΗ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ нлмлΗΗΗ 

REMINDER 
 
AGM TUESDAY 19TH JULY, EPSOM COMMUNITY CENTRE, AT 2.00 PM  
SEE YOU THERE! 



 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT A  DEW CLAW IS FOR? 
 
Dogs almost always have dew claws on the inside of the front legs and occasionally 
also on the hind legs. There is some debate about whether a dew claw helps dogs 
to gain traction when they run because, in some dogs, the dew claw makes contact 
when they are running and the nail on the dew claw often wears down in the same 
way that the nails on their other toes do, from contact with the ground. However, in 
many dogs the dew claws never make contact with the ground;  in this case, the 
dew claw's nail never wears away, and it is then often trimmed to keep it to a safe 
length. 
 
The dew claws are not dead appendages. They can be used to lightly grip bones and 
other items that dogs hold with the paws. The extra pad above the dew claw also 
has its uses and is supposed to act as a form of brake for the dog as it makes its way 
down slopes etc. 

Goodbye to Tessa White. 
 
Betty White, of Waiheke Island has sadly lost the second of her dear rough coated 
collies, given to her by the Humane Society. Some of you may remember Dougal 
who we asked Betty to look after for a couple of nights and who ended up staying 
with her till his passing many years later.  
 
Tessa was the same, given to Betty as 
ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŘƻƎ ǘƻ ōŜ άƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊέ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
few days until we could get her to 
Auckland, and once again Betty de-
cided Tessa was not going anywhere.  
 
Both Dougal and Tessa lived a grand 
life with dear Betty and her grandson 
Steve and had the best of care. They 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǊŀƛƴōƻǿ ōǊƛŘƎŜέ ǘƻπ
gether. Betty will miss them greatly 
but still has merry Merlin the cat for 
company.                                                                                   

WOULD YOU LIKE TO FOSTER OR ANSWER PHONES FOR HUMANE SOCIETY? 
DO TALK TO US ABOUT IT. 
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